
Town of Fifty Six
Home of Blanchard Springs
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Mayor:EarnestineMcDaniel Recorder/Treasurer:CltristinaByrd

Town Council Special Meeting
January 8, 2025

Members present: Eric Williams, Rick VanEvera, Lisa VanEvera, and Aaron
Byrd
Corkey Barker and Tony Hudspeth presented a business proposal to the
council. They would like to rent the old school building on Balentine St.

Corkey infbrmed the council they witl renovate the old building to set up
business. The business would be a wood working web based business.
Eventually the business will grow into a retail business.
Corkey show'ed council what his finished prodr",ct looks like. He *'ill take
new wood and put it thru a process that makes it look like old barn lvood.
The u,ood rvill be offered with a variety of colors.
l-he majoritl,of the lumber will come from Tony Hudspcth's local sawmill.
Corkey Baker was initially interested in buying part of Industrial Park but
council has made it clear it is not for sale.
Corkey stated it will take a couple months to fix the building. '[hey wor.rld
Iike to check the status of the water lines. Council agreed to turn water on so

thel'could inspect the plumping.
Lisa VanEvera asked about leasing the property to them rather than renting.
Corkey is not interested in a lease because there is no guarantee the busir-ress

rvill succeed or how quickly they will outgrow the building if it does.
Aaron Byrd asked once it is up and running who would be responsible for
maintenance to the building. Corkey said the business would be.
It was asked about noise control. Council was informed it would not be
d isruptive.
It was also asked about any type of waste and rvere told there would be no
rvaste product.
'l-hey are unsure of what their hours of operation would be but it would be
daytime.
Aaron Byrd asked if they knew how many jobs they would bring to the
community. Corkey said at first 4-5 but would increase as the business
builded.



1'he city benet-its fiom this business proposal because Corkey and Tonl' r'vill

renovate the old school building, it will bring in some jobs fbr the

community, they will be a water customer, and eventually they will bring
people into our community.
It was discussed and agreed that rent on the building would be $100 a
rnonth. (no vote was taken)
Lisa VanEvera would like Earnestine to check into insurance on having a

l'usiness in a citl building.
Lisa VanE,vera made a motion to adjoum 2'd by Eric Williams.
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